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Spring 2009 

 

Dear International Student and family, 

 

We are excited that you have decided to join us at Davidson College located in 

picturesque Davidson, North Carolina.  We want to personally welcome you into the 

Davidson College family. 

 

This handbook was created especially to help you and your family prepare for this 

challenging, rewarding and exciting time in your life. It offers a general overview of life 

at Davidson Collegeðwhat you should know prior to your arrival and what you can 

anticipate after arriving on campus. Hopefully, the information contained in this 

handbook will answer many of your questions. If you have any questions after reviewing 

the handbook, please feel free to contact Anna Marie Siegel, International Student 

Advisor. 

 

Phone: 1-704-894-2010  

Fax:  1-704-894-2120 

Email:  ansiegel@davidson.edu 

Mail:   Dean Rusk International Studies Program 

International Student Office 

 Davidson College 

 PO Box 7184 

 Davidson, NC 28035-7184 USA 

 

The International Student Office was created for you. We will assist in your adjustment 

to American culture and education, provide academic and personal counseling, help you 

with immigration matters, and so much more. We are here for you if a problem arises or 

you should need guidance in a particular area. Our role is to help you reach both your 

educational and personal goals. 

 

The International Student Office also sponsors a five-day orientation prior to the arrival 

of the remainder of the new students. This orientation assists international students in 

making a successful transition to Davidson College by learning immigration 

requirements, opening bank accounts, applying for social security numbers, discussing 

academic expectations, and gaining basic knowledge about the campus and community.  

 

Enjoy your summer, and we look forward to meeting you in August! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Anna Marie Siegel, International Student Advisor 
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   My Story  
   Ali Karami Ruiz  
   Mexico  

   Class of 2009  

 
ñLet me ask you something: After four years at Davidson, did you ever feel homesick?ò 

That was the question that Kendall, a friend of mine who graduated three years ago, 

asked me over lunch today. I did not think twice, and my answering ñnot at allò 

surprised her. As I look back on my own college experience, Iôd like to welcome you as 

you begin to pack your bags and get ready to write your own story. 

 

At first, Davidson was an odd choice for me. I had always liked the idea of living in a big city, and 

coming to a small town in North Carolina seemed counterintuitive to a lot of my friends from Mexico, my home 

country. Yet upon arriving to campus I realized that there was nothing ñsmallò about Davidson. Before the first 

week had gone by, I had already met people from more than 30 countries and from all four corners of the U.S. ï all 

of them eager to share their experiences and to start our four years of mutual discovery. Indeed, finding people 

who share your passions and interests is an exhilarating aspect of campus life. However, another aspect I didnôt 

expect came through discussing topics with the students, faculty, and staff whose outlooks and perspectives I 

hadnôt considered before. 

 

By the same token, Davidson is a place for academic exploration. When I came here I was convinced that 

I would major in Economics and Psychology, and I wasnôt sure about what to expect from a liberal arts education. 

As time went by, professors helped me appreciate several fields, while finding research questions that linked them 

all together. After spending a year abroad in France and learning a third language, I made a ñmajorò shift, delving 

into the domain of international relations by declaring a French major with a concentration in International Studies. 

Now as I get ready to pursue a Masterôs degree in Development Studies in Geneva, I can attest to the power of how 

many doors a liberal arts education opens. Donôt hesitate to reach out to your professors: talk to them and find out 

what piques their interests. Chances are, youôll have one or two things of interest to both of you. 

 

My lunch conversation with Kendall reminded me of the value of friendship, one of the most powerful 

assets that makes this community so special. Talking to my friend, I conceded that sometimes people do get 

homesick; whether you are a domestic or an international student, starting college is a big step. However, let me 

assure you that the friendships you make here will transform this place into your home away from home. Through 

classes, parties, weekend activities, volunteering, or other facets of campus life, you will make friends with whom 

you will forge unforgettable memories. As I get ready for graduation, I realize that a lot of questions that I asked 

myself before coming here have been answered. Similarly, new challenges have come my way, and I hope the 

experiences, the adventures, and the relationships that Davidson has provided me will be as helpful for me for 

answering future questions as they will for you who are about to start your college career. Enjoy the next four 

years, go abroad, go dance at Patterson Court parties, go out to Charlotte (itôs not boring as bankers would have 

you believe), and more importantly go talk to your professors. 

 

Davidson College is what you make of it. My last piece 

of advice to you is to not let any preconceived notions get in the 

way of knowing someone. Challenge the stereotypes and be 

prepared to expand your comfort zone. Although we all differ in 

many regards, the Davidson community will always be bound 

together by a commitment to integrity, learning, leadership, and 

service. 

 

 

Best wishes, 

Ali Karami Ruiz      

             Orientation August 2008  
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Preparing for Davidson 
 

You have been accepted to attend Davidson College...now what? You will be receiving 

many forms and informational mailings over the summer, but letõs look at the important issue 
of what to pack in your suitcases.  

 

What to Bring with You 
For the men, a suit or blazer  

For the women, an evening dress  

Light -weight sweaters  

Native countryõs drivers license if you can drive 

An extra pair of glasses or contact lenses - donõt forget a copy of your 
prescription  

A pair of comfortable walking shoes  

Medical prescriptions  

Home addresses, e -mail addresses and phone numbers of friends and family  

Cultural items for the International Festival  
Photocopies of immigration documents  

Immunization records  

Swimsuit   

 

Optional Items...  

Camera  
iPod 

Musical instrument if small enough to carry  

Photographs from home  

Favorite CDs, books etc.  

Umbrella or raincoat  
Food from home (Canned or sealed packages only)  

 

Items you might want to buy when you arrive...  

Heavy clothing (difficult to pack   Toiletries  

and it might be cheaper in the US)   Comforter  

Desk lamp      Pillow  
Shower caddy      Alarm Clock  

Laundry bag      Whiteboard  

Trashcan      Clothes hangers  

School supplies (pens, pencils, etc.)   Cleaning and laundry products  

 
Do not  bring...  

Electrical appliances (razors, toothbrushes, hairdryers, curling irons, etc.)  

 that have different voltage requirements. Voltage and electrical  outlets in the 

United States may be different.  

Non -processed perishable food (canõt get these through customs)  

 
A majority of students on campus own desktop or laptop computers, which 

may be connected to Davidsonõs network through a port in each dorm room. 

However, there are many computer labs (some of which are open 24 hours a 

day) on campus, so having a personal computer is not a necessity. If you 

already own a laptop and are willing to purchase the necessary electronic 

converters, you may decide to bring your computer with you. However, it is also quite possible 
to purchase a computer after your arrival if you find you need one. Leave your printer at home 

- the changing air pressure during the flight can be problematic.  
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It is unrealistic to expect that you will bring everything from home that you need in the 

U.S. For this reason, the International Student Office always takes students to a local 

shopping center during international orientation to purchase needed items.  You can also ship 
boxes to Davidson from home.  Make sure you put your name on the package and send it to 

the following address:   

 

(your name)  

c/o Davidson College  

209 Ridge Road  
Davidson, North Carolina 28036 USA  

 

Davidson College will accept your boxes as of August 1, 2009.  

 
Weather 
The weather in North Carolina is temperate, 40 -80  degrees Fahrenheit (4  - 27  

Celsius) although it varies somewhat depending on which region you are in. Davidson lies in 

the Piedmont region, which is located near the Appalachian Mountain range. The weather is 

very nice for most of the year. In terms of the seasons, the fall is often quite warm with lots of 

sunshine; we occasionally have some snow during the winter; spring brings new warmth and 

greenery; and the summers are hot and humid.  
Month    Average Temperature  

     F°  C° 
January     39   4 

February     43   6 

March      51   11  
April      59   15  

May      67   19  

June      75   24  

July      79   26  

August      78   26  

September     71   22  
October     60   16  

November     51   11  

December     42   6 

 

Clothing 
At Davidson, casual attire is fine for almost any occasion. Plan to bring 

jeans, shorts, cotton knit shirts, and t -shirts for classes and meetings. For 

most dressy occasions skirts and blouses for women and dress pants and shirts for men 
suffice. The campus does sponsor some events, such as formal or semi -formal dances, that 

require dresses for women and coat and tie for men. In addition, you will probably have a 

chance to attend some meetings or dinners where you will need 

clothing more formal than jeans. For the winter, you will likely need 

a warm coat and some sweaters. Also remember your umbrella and 
raincoat - it does rain.  

 

Orientation 
Life at Davidson College for new international students 

begins the afternoon of Saturday, August 15, 2009 with a five -day 

orientation that precedes the orientation sessions for all new 

students. The international orientation introduces students to the 

American education system, academic expectations, college level 
research writing, and immigration requirements. In addition, you 

will have time to settle into your room, open a bank account, meet 
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other international students, and shop for things you could not pack. After international 

orientation, new international students join the rest of Davidsonõs first year students to 

continue orientation.  All foreign nationals are expected to attend orientation.   
 

Note:  The first year orientation includes a swim test for all students. If you are 

uncomfortable participating in this event for any reason, please contact the International 

Student Office.  

 

Academics 
Academic Year 2009- 2010 

Fall Semester 2009  

International Orientation  
Freshman Orientation  

Fall classes begin  

Fall Break  

Thanksgiving Break  

Fall Semester Classes End  
Reading Day  

Exams  

 

Spring Semester 2010  

Spring classes begin  

Spring Break  
Easter Break  

Spring Semester Classes End  

Reading Day  

Exams  

Baccalaureate  
Commencement  

    
Semester System 

The fall and spring semesters run for 15 weeks each. Classes are held Monday 

through Friday during the semester. Each student is required to take 4 courses each 
semester. The fall semester begins in late August and continues into mid -December. Fall 

Break is in mid -October and the Thanksgiving holiday is in late November. Final exams are 

given in December. Spring semester begins in mid -January and ends in mid -May. Spring 

Break is in March. Final exams are in May.  

 

Breaks 
Winter Break: In December and January, the residence halls close for three to four 

weeks and there are no food services on campus. International students who need to stay in 

town should look for alternative housing for this time. Notify the International Student 

Advisor as early as possible if you plan to spend the winter holiday in Davidson.  

Summer Break: If you remain on campus, you will need to apply to the Residence Life 

Office for on -campus housing which is available to Foreign Nationals working on campus at 

half the price charged to other students. The available spaces in the residence halls are 
assigned on a first -come-first -served basis so apply early. (FYI: Foreign Nationals can work 40 

hours per week on campus during the summer. See employment section). Keep in mind that 

the College cannot award financial aid during the summer break.  

 

August 15 -19  

August 20 -23  

August 24  
October 10 -13  

November 25 -29  

December 9  

December 10  

Dec. 11 -17 (at noon)  

 
 

January 11  

February 27 -March 7  

April 3 -6 

May 5  
May 6  

May 7 -12 (at noon)  

May 15  

May 16  


